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The story of Charles Chesnutt`s “The Wife of His Youth” is the reflection of the actions taking place in society in reflection to the racial cases taking. Mr. Ryder who is the main character in the story is a biracial man who uses the advantages of having both races to ensure that the benefits from either side. However, “he is wary that he can't associate himself with the blacks as this would mean that he has made one step behind” (Chesnutt 1). Therefore, he decides to ensure that he only associates with the whites, the light-skinned in order to benefit from them.
The story is useful in the reflection of the reconstruction era because of the racial issues that took place during this era. For instance, the blacks were forced into slavery and harsh working conditions such that no one would like to be a black who has no rights. “The best example of the individual who passes through harsh conditions is Jane Liz who is forced into harsher slavery after her master discovered that she had taken part in ensuring that Sam leaves the station. Therefore, this simply means that no one would freely be willing to relate with the blacks” (Chesnutt 5).
However, Mr. Ryder being a biracial he wants to ensure that he uses all possible means to marry one of the most educated light skinned ladies. This would ensure that their product does not suffer the fate of the blacks. Besides that, this will also mean that he closes the gap that exists between him and the whites due to the fact that he was only able to associate himself with the whites through the light air that slightly differentiated him with the blacks. 
Besides that, the story of the "The Wife of His Youth" shows the problems that people of the black race passed through in their normal lives. “Problems that people face are evident as those born of biracial or the whites are seen to be important in society compared to blacks” (Chesnutt 9). It's from this reason that Mr. Ryder does not want to make a step behind by being associated with blacks but he rather works with the whites. This is despite the fact that he has two options of either being associated with the blacks or the whites.
In addition, the comparison of "The Wife of His Youth" and “Atlanta Exposition Address" by Booker T Washington shows that the only possible way that blacks can earn respect and full citizenship in a white dominated society is through working hard. In this case, they only have to “work hard, and eventually earn respect, esteem and full citizenship in the white society” (Washington et al. 1891). This is actually what Mr. Ryder had done despite being a biracial. He worked hard applying strategies that would eventually make him a fully recognized member of whites society.  
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